Hantavirus pulmonary syndrome: radiographic findings in 16 patients.
To characterize chest radiographic features of Hantavirus pulmonary syndrome. Initial and follow-up chest radiographs from 16 patients with confirmed Hantavirus pulmonary syndrome were reviewed for radiographic findings of either cardiogenic pulmonary edema or pulmonary edema due to increased permeability of the alveolar capillary membranes. Findings indicative of interstitial edema were present more frequently (14 [88%] of 16 patients) than is typically seen in adult respiratory distress syndrome (5%). Alveolar flooding subsequently developed in 11 (69%) of 16 patients and was not the peripheral pattern usually seen in the acute phase of adult respiratory distress syndrome. Overall mortality was 43%. Lung specimens obtained at autopsy showed a pattern of endothelial leak with minimal epithelial injury. The lung disease caused by Hantavirus in these patients may explain the findings of interstitial edema and central alveolar filling atypical of adult respiratory distress syndrome. Recognition of the radiographic pattern will be important in identifying this apparently widespread cause of increased permeability pulmonary edema.